


My dear friend John Woodbridge has hooked up with one of the ablest young 
minds in the Christian world to produce a timely reminder of the great moments 
in the history of our faith. We live in immensely serious times, and this book is a 
serious response that could truly inspire the church to do what it must do in our 
world today. May God use this to light a fire among his people.

� �C���� C�����, founder, Prison Fellowship and the 
Colson Center for Christian Worldview

This book shows how God has moved in extraordinary ways throughout the 
history of the church. Genuine revival is not the result of marketing, technique, 
or entrepreneurship. As the stories here show, true revival comes as a �surprising 
work of God.� When this happens, lives are changed, the church reformed, and 
the world renewed. How we need such a stirring today!

� �T������ G�����, founding dean, Beeson Divinity School; 
general editor, The Reformation Commentary on Scripture

Collin Hansen and John Woodbridge write very much in the spirit of Jonathan 
Edwards in narrating revivals as a means of edifying and inspiring. A God-Sized 
Vision provides accessible and thoughtful accounts of classic American revivals 
from Edwards to Billy Graham and includes important stories of how in the 
twentieth-century revivals become some of the most remarkable developments 
worldwide.

� �G����� M������, author, Jonathan Edwards: A Life�and 
A Shorter Life of Jonathan Edwards

How soon we forget! While we must never despise the ordinary means of grace 
that God customarily uses in the salvation of men and women, we must not forget 
those extraordinary times when in his mercy God has seemed to come down and 
pour out his Spirit in such transforming power that all of our expectations are 
reduced to rubble in the sheer glory of the transforming presence of God. Yes, 
many of these movements had downsides and charlatans connected with them�
but fair-minded assessment must stand in grateful awe for these �visitations.� May 
the renewed knowledge of what God has done in the past incite us to prayer that 
God would do it again.

� �D. A. C�����, Research Professor of New Testament, 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 

Collin Hansen and John Woodbridge do a remarkable job of summarizing the 
Spirit-wrought revivals of times past, and then challenging us to pray expectantly 
for the Holy Spirit to do a similar work in our day. There is no doubt that we 
desperately need such a ministry of the Spirit. I wish every pastor and Christian 
leader in America would read this book and begin to pray earnestly for authentic 
revival in our time.

� �J���� B������
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The authors have done a great service to the body of Christ by providing this 
treatment of the biblical moorings and patterns for revival and by chronicling 
some of those divine moments of the past when God pulled back the curtain and 
manifested his presence in an extraordinary way. This book will leave you long-
ing for such a visitation of his Spirit in our day and praying, �Lord, do it again!�

� �N���� L���� D�M���, author, Revive Our Hearts radio host

Hansen and Woodbridge have given us a rare book on revival. They affirm the 
supernatural, without being sensationalistic. They celebrate the surprising work 
of God, without downplaying the ordinary. They demonstrate the ecumenical 
scope of revival, without ignoring the important role theology plays in the ongo-
ing health of the church. This book will guard us against complacency, cynicism, 
and, just as importantly, the naivetØ that thinks revival solves everything. An 
encouraging, judicious, well-told tale of God�s amazing work around the globe 
throughout the ages.

� �K���� D�Y���� 

While reading [A God-Sized Vision], I had to stop often to ref lect and pray for 
God to deal with areas in my life that needed his sanctifying, forgiving, and heal-
ing grace. God reminded me that those who pray for revival must first pray for 
revival in their own lives.� May this book challenge Christians to yearn for and 
pray for the church to experience all that God wishes for it.

� �A���� F�������, national director, Youth for Christ 

If ever the world needed the church to be revived, it�s now. For, the world doesn�t 
need our savvy programs; it needs God�s sovereign power. I pray that this stimu-
lating study of revival and those that God has used to bring revival about will 
indeed stretch and stir the twenty-first century church to realize once again 
that the ultimate factor in the church�s engagement with society is the church�s 
engagement with God.

� �T������ T����������, pastor, Coral Ridge Presbyterian 
Church; author, Unfashionable: Making a Difference in the 
World by Being Different 

Compacted in this volume are accounts of the awe-inspiring work of God when 
he moves upon his people in revival power. The story is told by careful scholars 
who have a gift for making history come alive. Reading the book will lift one to 
noble thoughts and dreams of greater things. Take it as a rejuvenating vitamin 
for your soul.

� �R����� E. C���
��, Distinguished Professor of Evangelism 
and Discipleship, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
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